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BACK

BELLS

BOXCAR

CHICKENS

COAL

COWS

ENGINE

FLASH

FLAT

FOOD

FREIGHT

GAS

GATE

HOGS

HOPPER

LIGHTS
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OIL

PIGGYBACK

RACK

REFRIGERATOR

TANK

TRACK

TRAIN
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Crossword Puzzle
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Across

2. We _____ as we wait.

5. The _____ is first.

6. The last car’s light _____.

9. Here comes the _____ train.

10. It _____ all the cars.

12. Tank cars for _____ .

13. The train _____ past.

15. Cows and ______.

16. Here comes a _____ .

17. Here _____ a flat car.

Down

1. Down, down goes the _____.

3. _____ cars for food.

4. Tank cars for _____.

7. Cars with _____ .

8. Down the _____.

10. A big _____ car.

11. So bold and so _____.

14. _____ flash and bells ring.
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ACTIVITY GUIDE
How Many Syllables?

There are only 104 words in HELLO, FREIGHT TRAIN! – and most of them have just one syllable. How many words have two syllables? Three? Five?
Two-syllable words: engine, follow, along, hello, hopper, boxcar, chickens, lumber, away, good-bye  

Three-syllable words: piggyback

Five-syllable word: refrigerator  

Brainstorming – Fire Truck Words

When writing HELLO, FREIGHT TRAIN! I started by brainstorming and making up a list of all the words I could think of that had to do trains and their cargo. I checked out every children’s book on the subject from my library to find words to add to my list – so that I wasn’t missing anything. And every time I was stopped for a train, I tried to notice as many details about it as possible.  

Ask class to make a list of the “freight train” and “cargo” words from the book. Remind them to look for verbs and adjectives as well as nouns:

Lights, flash, bells, ring, gate, engine, bold, strong, pulls, cars, flat car, hopper, rack car, boxcar, piggyback car, chickens, cows, hogs, lumber, coal, logs, tank cars, gas, oil, refrigerator cars, food, rolls, track, blinks.
Brainstorming - Rhyming Words

Then I made a list of words that rhymed with the words from the first list. Two of the words on my first list already rhymed (hogs, logs)!

Ask class to make a list of the words in the book that came from my rhyming list:

wait, along, spoil, back

Ask class to make a list of all the rhyming pairs in the book:



gate, wait
strong, along
rack car, piggyback car
hogs, logs
oil, spoil
track, back

Put it All Together

Finally, I started playing around with the words to make the sentences for the book. It took a little while (and lots of revision!) but slowly the ideas emerged and it began to look like the poem it became. (HELLO, FREIGHT TRAIN! is a simple rhyming text, not really a story.) It was important for me to use very visual images so that Bob (the artist) had lots of material to illustrate. Kids reading the book can then use these pictures to help them with words they get stuck on - a necessity in easy readers. 

Write Your Own Brainstorm Lists

Pick a topic (holiday, season, something curriculum related) and ask class brainstorm for a list of related words. Then have them brainstorm for a list of words that rhyme with the first list (this is a good opportunity to introduce them to a rhyming dictionary). See if the children, alone or as a class, can come up with a poem using their words. Some topic suggestions might be:

Fall, winter, spring, summer
Thanksgiving, Halloween, Christmas, Easter, Valentine’s Day
Soccer, swimming, gym class, fishing, camping
Apples, butterflies, fish
Zoo, circus, farm, birthday party 
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