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Things Jasper Liked to Do

Have your class make a list of the things Jasper liked to do now and throughout his life:

· sleeping on Riley’s bed

· scrambled eggs with cheese and bacon

· going for car rides and sticking his head out the window

· swimming in the stream

· fetch sticks

· butterscotch ripple ice cream

· Grandma’s dog Nikki

· Grandma’s massages

· his family

· chew toys

Special Pet Day

Have each child think of a pet (living or dead; theirs or someone else's) and make a list of all the special things in that animal's life. If they can't think of a real pet, they can make-believe one. Have them plan a special day to honor this pet, listing two to four activities that could be included.
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Showing vs. Telling

Writers are always reminding themselves to 'show' not just 'tell' the story. Showing evokes stronger images and creates three-dimensional characters, setting and action. Telling tends to be flat. And a lot of telling is downright tedious! Here is an example of a sentence that 'tells' the reader about Jasper's condition:

· Jasper’s cancer has gotten really bad.

Have the class identify examples of where I 'show' the reader that Jasper is old and sick:

· He sleeps a lot these days.

· Jasper needs a soft place to land when he gets out of bed.

· The eggs are soft so there’s no need for chewing.

· Mom tucks a couple of pain pills into them and he swallows his medicine without even knowing it.

· We haven’t seen Jasper eat like this in months.

· “Don’t you dare fart,” I warn him sternly. Old dogs can be pretty smelly, and Jasper is no exception.

· The drive only takes half an hour — but Jasper’s snoozing on my lap by the time we pull off the road.

· Jasper shuffles back to Mom and the cool shade.

· He manages to roll over enough to get one paw in the air.

· Suddenly, Jasper whimpers. The pills must be wearing off. He’s hurting.


Keeping it Light

While I was writing JASPER’S DAY I knew it was important to keep the text from being too somber. So I incorporated elements of levity throughout. It felt authentic to me, and it shows kids that it's normal to feel happy, even in the midst of sad circumstances.

Have the class identify examples of humor, warmth or cheerfulness in the story:

· Pretty soon there’s a big THUD from my room. We all grin. Jasper’s up.
· Breakfast is very merry. Jasper must wonder what’s gotten into us. He’s used to mooching for scraps, but this morning he gets his own serving of favorites — scrambled eggs with cheese, and bacon.
· “I guess dog food doesn’t compare to people food,” I
say. Mom and Dad chuckle.
· But Jasper’s appetite is contagious. I have a second helping!
· He’s happy to be going for a ride, though. Always is. He even sticks his head out the window to feel the wind on his face. Just like the old days.
· “Don’t you dare fart,” I warn him sternly. Old dogs can be pretty smelly, and Jasper is no exception.
· His tail starts wagging. He knows exactly where we are.
· Jasper takes a drink, but no way is he getting in! He barks at us. “WOOF!”
· Dad and I comb the bank of the stream looking for skippers. I’m pretty good with the right kind of stone. Dad is awesome.
· I stretch out on the blanket, next to Jasper. Two lazybones. “Hey, Mom — photo opportunity,” I say.
· He says it’s Jasper’s favorite, but I know whose favorite it really is.
· There are still people in the store waiting to buy ice cream!
· Boy, am I glad I brought the camera.
· Her dog, Nikki, barks with joy when she sees Jasper. Her best pooch pal! She runs up and licks him on the mouth. Dog kisses — yuck!
· Jasper loves her massages.
· His silky tail thumps on the rug.
· We cry some, but we laugh plenty, too.
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