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How Many Syllables?

There are only 101 words in ICE CREAM EVERYWHERE!  – and almost every one of them has just one syllable. How many words have two syllables? Three? Four?

Two-syllable words: alone  

Three-syllable words: every (note: “everyplace” is a typo. It should be “every place”.)

Four-syllable words: everywhere  

How Many Ice Creams?

Of the 101 words in ICE CREAM EVERYWHERE! how many are “ice cream”?

There are 17 occurrences of “ice cream” (34 words in total).

Brainstorming – Ice Cream Words

When writing ICE CREAM EVERYWHERE! I started by brainstorming and making up a list of all the words I could think of that had to do with ice cream. I even took many trips to the ice cream store to get ideas (something I do all the time anyway).

Ask class make a list of the ICE CREAM words from the book. Remind them to look for verbs as well as nouns:

ice cream, cone, cup, float, shake, cake, drip, lick, stir, scoop, gulp, slurp


Brainstorming – Ice Cream Words
Then I brainstormed and made a list of words that had to do with making a mess and cleaning up. 

Ask class make a list of the MAKING A MESS and CLEANING UP words from the book:

face, hair, scrub, wash, mess, stain, spill

Brainstorming - Rhyming Words

Then I made a list of words that rhymed with the words from the first two lists. Two of the words on my first list already rhymed (shake, cake)!

Ask class make a list of the words in the book that came from my rhyming list:

scream, alone, up, boat, stick, soup, burp, every place, everywhere, slosh, drain


Ask class to make a list of all the rhyming pairs in the book:



scream, cream

cone, alone

cup, up

float, boat

cake, shake

lick, stick

scoop, soup

slurp, burp

face, place

hair, where

wash, slosh

stain, drain

Put it All Together

Finally, I started playing around with the words to make the sentences for the book. Here are some words from my original brainstorm lists that didn't get used:


bowl, malt, smoothie, sprinkles, nuts, cherry, top, ker-plop, banana split, sundae, chocolate, vanilla, strawberry, fudge, caramel, pecan, fruit, bubble gum, root beer, mint, licorice, straw, spoon, drink, bite, sip, sticky, fingers, nose, toes, shirt, parlor, store, freezer, truck, sweet, cold, white, brown, green, pink, red, blue, purple, orange, yellow, rainbow, black, wipe


Write Your Own Brainstorm Lists

Pick a topic (holiday, season, something curriculum related) and ask class brainstorm for a list of related words. Then have them brainstorm for a list of words that rhyme with the first list (this is a good opportunity to introduce them to a rhyming dictionary). See if the children, alone or as a class, can come up with a poem using their words. Some topic suggestions might be:

Fall, winter, spring, summer
Thanksgiving, Halloween, Christmas, Easter, Valentine’s Day
Soccer, swimming, gym class, fishing, camping
Apples, butterflies, fish
Zoo, circus, farm, birthday party 
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